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EXPORT SUMMARY 


Horticultural exports, as a whole, got off to a poor start in fiscal year 
(FY) 1984. During October, the first month of the new year, the United 
States exported $250 million worth of horticultural products, down 9.6 
percent from October of last year. Lower exports of in-shell walnuts and of 
table grapes were the major factors behind the poor performance. In-shell 
WalQUL Ss exporrs fell from 22,000) tons -in- October. 1982 —to--15,000==tons -this 
October, with all of the loss being to our two largest markets, West Germany 
and Spain. The decline is attributed to the later than usual harvest in 
California. The drop in table grape exports reflects a shorter U.S. crop. 
Lower canned fruit exports can also be attributed to lower availabilities. 


Partially counterbalancing these declines were substantial increases in 
exports of oranges, lemons and fresh vegetables, especially lettuce and 
onions. Orange exports to Hong Kong and to Canada were dramatically above 
October 1982 shipments. Lemon exports, mostly to Japan, increased by more 
than $3 million. The improvement in lettuce exports was due to better sales 
in Canada and an 80 percent jump in the amount taken by Hong Kong. October 
shipments of onions to Japan shot from 142 tons in 1982 to 4,264 this year. 
This, however, is well below the nearly 40,000 tons that were shipped in 
October 1981 following a typhoon which devastated much of Japan's crop. 


For further information on items in this circular, contact the Horticultural 
and Tropical Products Division, (202) 447-6590. All measures in this report, 
unless noted otherwise, are metric. One kilogram (kg)=2.2046 lbs., 1 metric 
ton=2,204.6 lbs., 1 liter=0.2642 gallon, and 1 hectare=2.471 acres. 


MARKET ACCESS 


MARKET ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITIES 


--Hong Kong is considering new labeling regulations for prepackaged foods. 
Under the proposed rules, labels of imported and domestically produced 


prepackaged foods would have to include the following information: 


*Name or designation which accurately and precisely describes the product. 
*A complete list of ingredients, except water, in descending order of 
proportion by weight or volume. 

*Shelf life (minimum durability). For foods with a shelf life up to 
three months, the day and month will suffice. The month and year are 
sufficient for foods having a shelf life of 3 to 18 months. For foods 
with shelf lives exceeding 18 months, a declaration is optional. 

*Country of origin. 

*Name and full address of the manufacturer or packer. 

*Net weight, quantity or content. 

*Instructions, ita necessary, for proper storage, dilution, 
reconstitution, etc. 


For flavoring ingredients, Hong Kong's Urban Services Department could accept 
sworn affidavits from reputable manufacturers to the effect that the use of 
flavoring substances in the foods concerned are in compliance with the 
recommendations of the International Organization of the Flavor Industry or 
other renowned trade associations certified as competent by their government. 


--The Government of Bahrain has proposed adopting the shelf life standards 
(mandatory expiration dates) for frozen and canned fruits and vegetables that 
are used in Saudi Arabia (Horticultural Products Review, 8-83). Bahrain has 
had no written regulations governing the importation of food items, but has 


enforced a set of unwritten guidelines developed over the years through joint 
industry/government discussions. 


--The Government of Guatemala has reversed its stand relaxing import 
restrictions on apples, pears and grapes. (Horticultural Products Review, 
10-83). Recent reports Faiteate several importers have had their requests 


for licenses to import fruits from the United States for the holiday season 
turned down because of a shortage of foreign exchange to pay for such imports. 


--During the week of October 19-23, Ministry of Agriculture officials in The 
Bahamas paid surprise calls on food stores and confiscated lemons and bananas 
imported from the United States. Managers of the stores were informed that 
as of August 5, a ban had been placed on the importation of these items and 
that only locally grown limes and bananas can now be sold. 


--The Government of Venezuela has announced that selected items may be 
imported until Dec. 20, 1983, at a ome percent duty. Included are almonds, 
filberts, mixed nuts, dates, prunes and raisins. There were no quantities or 
volumes specified. U.S. exports for calendar year 1982 in metric tons were 
as follows: almonds-409; filberts-155; mixed nuts-123; dried prunes-875; 
dates-127, and raisins-1,623. 


--Despite a large domestic crop, Sweden's import opening date for pears was 
set) son = Novi 9) 1983 Sales of mdomestice pearss Nave (been m vargemmaricn 
anticipated. The trade estimates the apple import opening date will be set 
around the latter half of January. Norway opened its pear import season 
Nov.29, 1983, and will close Aug. 10, 1984. 
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MARKET PROMOTION 


--West European countries may import increased quantities of frozen french 
fried potatoes this season. Many West European countries harvested small 


potato crops as a result of unusually wet spring weather followed by summer 
drought _ (Horticultural Products Review, 7-83). European phytosanitary 
restrictions dim prospects for exports of fresh U.S. potatoes. However, a 
shor tage of large-sized potatoes for processing will probably result in an 
improved market for frozen french fries. French fry sales to Western Europe 
totaled 244 tons valued at $126,707 in FY 1983. 


--On November 21 Sweden removed its extra import levy on dehydrated potato 


flakes. The levy, which had been increased by an extra 100 kronor per 100 
kg. on May 5, 1983, because of rapidly decreasing prices on the spot market, 
now reverts back to 298 kronor ($37.53) per 100 kg. The import levy on 
potato flour, 238 kronor ($29.97) per 100 kg., which has been in effect since 
July 1, 1983, is not affected. In FY 1983, the United States exported 478 
tons of dehydrated potato flakes valued at $297,000 and 979 tons of 
granulated, dehydrated potatoes valued at $1.3 million to Sweden. 





MARKET PROMOTION ACTIVITIES 


--Ihe Western Growers Association, in cooperation with FAS, sponsored a Fruit 


and Vegetable Exhibition in Singapore on Sept. 19 and 20. A wide array of 
fresh produce was presented by 26 U.S. firms at the. show, which attracted 


almost 300 traders. Principals in Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and 
Indonesia were invited. In addition to displaying fresh fruits and 
vegetables, other events included a round-table discussion with importers and 
exporters on quality problems in shipments, banking and financing trade in 
Southeast Asia and current market conditions. Promotional events leading up 
the exhibition included sampling and in-store promotions, feature news 
articles on U.S. fruits and vegetables, and the availability of an exporters' 
guide to Singapore. Specially prepared salads were also made available to 
the traders for sampling. U.S. exports to Singapore of horticultural 
products reached $47.5 million in 1982 and have continued to grow in 1983. A 
large portion is fresh produce, particularly apples, grapes and oranges. 


--An_ International Flower Show will be held at Cagnes-sur-Mer, France, Mar. 
29-Apr. 8, 1984. It will include a floral and plant exhibition as well as a 


floral competition. Interested parties should contact: Exposition 
Internationale de la Fleur, B.P. No. 87, 06801 Cagnes-sur-Mer, France. 


--The American Wine Festival held in Osaka _and Tokyo, Japan, attracted a 


total of 1,568 wine, food and beverage traders over the four-day period. 
Both shows were sponsored by the Foreign Agricultural Service with 
cooperation from the California Wine Institute. Forty U.S. wineries 
participated in the two day shows with 36 from California, two from New York 
and one each from Indiana and Hawaii. Of these participants, 13 were new to 
the market and reported good contacts with potential importers. 


The Osaka show, held November 9 and 10, attracted a total of 11 newspapers at 
a pre-event news conference. A special media walk-through of the exhibition 
was attended by three television and two radio stations. Sales generated for 
the next 12 months are estimated at $1.08 million. The Tokyo show, held 
November 14 and 15, reported sales of $4 million. 


COMMODITY UPDATE 


COMMODITY UPDATE 


--The first commercial shipment of "“in-transit"  cold-treated Florida 
grapefruit arrived in Japan in generally good condition. The fruit, which 


arrived on November 20, was unloaded after a check of the ship temperature 
recording charts by an APHIS/USDA inspector confirmed that cold treatment had 
been properly completed. 


A visit to the warehouse where grapefruit were stored confirmed the 
apparently overall good condition of the fruit. Only a very small percentage 
of fruit showed chill damage, although some trade sources later reported that 
a few lots did have severe chill damage. Despite the generally good 
condition of the fruit, some importers are worried that quality may change 
when fruit reaches normal room temperature after leaving cold storage. 


In late November, average resale prices to wholesalers were around 3,300 yen 
($14) per carton, about the same beginning-of-season price as in past years. 


--Brazil's frozen concentrate orange juice (FCOJ) exports are moving at a 
better rate than earlier anticipated. Exports for the July-June 1983/84 


marketing year are mow forecast at 500,000 metric tons (659 brix, 
equivalent to 172 million gallons at 42° brix), up from 420,000 tons 
shipped during the previous marketing year. The 1983/84 export quota, 
originally set at 400,000 tons was earlier increased to 425,000 tons and, 
more recently, has been raised again to 485,000 tons. The minimum export 
price remains at $1,100 per ton with no prospects for change in the near 
future. End-of-season FCOJ stocks are now expected to be drawn down to 
75,000 tons, a level somewhat lower than last year's 102,000 tons. 


--Greek almond production has reached the pre-established government 
stabilization target of 12,500 tons (shelled basis). Production totaled 
13,719 tons during 1983, a 20-percent increase over the preceding season's 
level. Restructuring of groves is the only production activity now supported 
by the Greek government. Restructuring includes introduction of new 
varieties to replace older ones, and better allocation of the groves 
according to climatic conditions and available processing facilities. 


As shown below, Greek shelled almond exports advanced dramatically during 
1982 (data in metric tons): 


DESTINATION 1981 1982 
EC 

"France 16 512 
Italy 0 200 
United Kingdom iy) 262 
West Germany 434 15149 
Other 4 0 
Total EC 47] 2,126 

Other Countries 
Algeria 0 16350 
Czechoslovakia 0 163 
Yugoslavia 48 203 
Other _48 97 
Grand total 567 ee. 


COMMODITY UPDATE 


--Brazilian apple imports are projected to decline dramatically during 1984 
reflecting larger domestic production. Brazil's 1984 apple production is 
currently estimated at 170,000 tons, a 75-percent increase over last season's 
storm-ravaged crop. Apple imports may fall from about 135,000 tons during 
1983 to less than 70,000 tons during 1984. Traditionally, Argentina supplies 
over 90 percent of Brazilian apple imports. 


--Euro ean Communit (EC)subsidies for exports of certain fruits and tree 
nuts destined to third (non-EC) countries, effective as of Sept. 28, 1983, 


are as follows (U.S. dollars per metric ton): 


Lemons, to Eastern Europe and USSR......... $101 
wOeutMeD destinations ss... e0. Wee? 
Wabletgrapes;efromehot houses... ..¢fy eee 162 
OUHEr Ms Boat Poe: Bes wn latererteemions 4l 
EM MOO SG a Sid LE Careers ee teretete a ehalvte UE ati ets 81 
WalheEs, Pin=she lien: oMcctr, Soe SISR dete As 6 
WEEDOERES, Pin-Shewly. Cte Sek ese tee ee BGO 
shewledte seer cies. cess ek arene Cee 

Apples 


to specified countries including 
Arabian Peninsula, Iraq, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Singapore and Hong Kong......101 
to specified countries including 
Scandinavia, Brazil, Venezuela, 
Colombia and Panama......... Sratatete oi svereretek 34 


Values were converted from ECU's at the rate of 1 ECU=$0.84. The subsidies 
on lemon exports are equivalent to $1.74 per 38 lb. carton for shipments to 
Eastern Europe and $1.16 per carton for other shipments. Apple exporters 
receive the equivalent of $1.92 per carton for sales to countries on the 
Arabian Peninsula and in the Far East and 65 cents per carton for South 
American and Scandinavian country sales. 


--The EC has reallocated the 1983 tariff quota for preserved cultivated 
mushroom imports from non-member countries. Some 4,000 tons originally 


allocated to Korea were redistributed among China, Taiwan and _ other 
exporters. The new allocations are as follows (metric tons, net weight): 
China-27,577, Korea-1,430, Taiwan-3,136, Hong Kong-434, Spain-1,086 and 
Other-1,087. Multiply these numbers by 0.6 to obtain approximate drained 
weight equivalents. Imports over quota are subject to an additional levy of 
160 ECU's ($134) per 100 kilograms, net weight. 


--The U.S. Department of Commerce's final decision that Canadian potatoes are 


being sold in the United States at less than fair value was made November 4. 
The average dumping margin was determined to be 36.1 percent--more than 
double the preliminary 17.3 percent determination (Horticultural Products 
Review, 8-83). As of November 18, importers of fall-harvested, round, white 
potatoes from Canada have been required to post a cash deposit or bond equal 
to 36.1 percent of the import value. An extra duty equivalent to this amount 
will become effective if the International Trade Commission (ITC) supports 
its preliminary determination (Horticultural Products Reivew, 4-83) that 
potatoes sold at less than fair value are causing or threatening to cause 
material injury to the domestic industry. An ITC hearing was held on 
November 18 in Portland, Maine, with three commissioners attending. A final 
decision will be made on or before December 22. 
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COMMODITY UPDATE 


--U.S. imports of bananas declined by 7 percent during the first ten months of 
1983. Total imports during this period were 2.04 million tons valued at $474 


million. Shipments from Ecuador, Honduras, Colombia and Guatemala were down, 
while Costa Rica and Panama were the only major suppliers with increased 
shipments to the United States. If this pattern continues, 1983 would mark 
the first year since 1975 that U.S. banana imports declined. 


--The Spanish wine industry, confronted with excessive supplies, stagnant 
domestic consumption and increased export competition, is to be assisted by 
new government measures. In addition to an already existing price support 
system, the Spanish Government will now grant export subsidies for bulk wine. 
The subsidy, to be in effect Nov. 1983-Oct. 1984, will range from 500 to 900 
pesetas ($3.30-$6.00) per hectoliter.1/ Spain hopes to increase bulk wine 
exports, which represent 70 percent of total wine exports, by 25 percent 
through the program. In 1982/83, wine exports totaled an estimated 6 million 
hectoliters,, 17 percent of total production;; with 6@¢percent, golmasto thes eC. 
Other major outlets were the United States, the USSR and Switzerland. In 
1982, U.S. imports of Spanish wines totaled a record 29.1 million liters, 
comprising 6.3 percent of total U.S. wine imports. 


In addition to efforts to spur exports, discussions are underway between 
government officials and wine producers to bring a halt to the expansion of 
wine grape area aS a means of bringing supplies in line with demand. In 
recent years, domestic consumption has remained flat and export growth has 
been minimal. The discussions may lead to a reduction in wine grape area of 
as much as 400,000 hectares (one quarter of current producing area). 


--On Oct. 13, 1983, Jamaica's Prime Minister announced Agro-21, a program 
aimed at developing the island's underutilized land resources, particularly 


for export-oriented products. The new program is apparently an outgrowth of a 
planning exercise called Operation 12 (Horticultural Products Review, 2-83). 
Agro-21 is essentially a mechanism to mobilize and coordinate public and 
private agricultural investment. Land, both private and government owned, is 
being identified and matched with crops appropriate to soil and climatic 
conditions. The long term goal is development of 81,000 hectares, of which 
35,000 have already been committed to 81 projects. These include 613 hectares 
of winter vegetables, 2,226 hectares of citrus and 84 hectares of 
ornamentals. Projects covering another 22,000 hectares are in the planning 
stage including macadamia nut and pineapple production. The U.S. Agency for 
International Development is financing the salaries of some of the Agro-21 
Secretariat personnel and is assisting in the construction of up to 25 
assembly and grading stations. 


--A_new report analyzing implications of EC enlargement for trade in fruit, 
vegetables and tree nuts was recently published by the USDA's Economic 


Research Service. Potential trade problems in oranges, grapes, raisins, 
almonds, canned peaches and processed tomatoes are examined. It concludes 
that changes in EC policy, especially subsidy programs, will affect trade 
patterns more than elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers to the new 
members. The report can be ordered from: National Technical Information 
Service; Identification Section; 5285 Port Royal Road; Springfield, VA 22161. 
Ask for "The European Community's Horticultural Trade: Implications of EC 
Enlargement." Cost per paper copy is $13.00; cost per microfiche is $4.50 
(prices subject to change). Enclose check payable to NTIS or call 
(703) 487-4870. 


17 One hectoliter is equal to 100 liters or 26.4 U.S. gallons. 
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DRIED FRUIT 


WORLD DRIED FRUIT SITUATION 


Raisins/Sultanas 


Commercial raisin and sultana production in three leading Northern 
Hemisphere countries is forecast at 525,800 tons in 1983, 31 percent greater 
than in 1982. Bumper crops are currently forecast for all three producers. 
Sept. 1, 1983 beginning stocks in the three countries were estimated to be 
151,000 tons. However, 52,000 tons of Greek stocks are from the 1981 crop 
and will be used only for distillation or feed. In addition to these 
Northern Hemisphere stocks, another 37,000 tons of Southern Hemisphere 
raisins were available on Sept. 1. Stocks in Australia were 18553 7est ons; 
including 14,611 tons of sultanas and 3,926 tons of lexias, down 16,000 tons 
from last year. Stocks in South Africa were 18,431 tons, almost double the 
previous year's level, but virtually all of the stocked fruit was already 
sold. World stock levels, especially in the United States, are likely to 
build up during the 1983/84 season. The import market in the European 
Community, which accounts for 35 to 40 percent of world raisin imports, 
continues to be disrupted by the EC subsidy system for Greek sultanas. 


United States: All U.S. raisins are produced in California. An estimated 
78,000 of the state's 263,000 hectares of bearing grapes will be utilized 
for raisin production, the largest area ever and 32,000 hectares more than 
the 30-year average.The raisin crop sustained little damage from _ the 
inclement weather that plagued many California crops this year. Dried 
tonnage for 1983 is currently estimated to be at least 329,000 metric tons 
and could be as large as 350,000 tons. Even the lower figure would be a 
record and 42 percent more than in 1982. 


RAISINS & SULTANAS: PRODUCTION, SUPPLY & DISTRIBUTION 
IN SELECTED NORTHERN HEMISPHERE COUNTRIES, 1981/1982-1983/84 


(METRIC TONS) 
COUNTRY BEGINNING TOTAL DOMESTIC ENDING TOTAL 
AND YEAR STOCKS PRODUCT I ON IMPORTS SUPPLY EXPORTS CONSUMPTION STOCKS DISTRIBUTION 
GREECE 
98878212). ..dvecd 20 ,500 98 , 100 0 118,600 36 ,000 20 ,600 68 ,000 118 ,600 
1962/83 0 os24en.t 68 ,000 75 ,000 0 143,000 70 ,000 11,000 62 ,000 143,000 
1983/8400 Sind. ost 62 ,000 96 , 500 0 158,500 68 , 500 60 ,000 30,000 158,500 
TURKEY 
19617 B2.4 wip be2! 6 ,000 110,000 0 116 ,000 105 ,000 10,000 1,006 116 ,000 
1962/83. .isedeons 1,000 95 ,000 0 96 ,000 83 ,000 8 ,000 5 ,000 96 ,000 
1983/84. 000% sens 5 ,000 100 ,000 0 105 ,000 70 ,000 10 ,000 25 ,000 105 ,000 
UNITED STATES 
GORI /82 BRAG. 3 91,369 234,054 429 325 ,852 55,685 197,74] 72,426 325 ,852 
1982/83 cs bee. - ts 72 ,426 231,332 4,790 308 ,548 51,666 172,487 Bu 395 308 , 548 
ORS B0 nase... 84 ,395 329 ,308 3,000 416,703 70 ,000 200 ,000 146 , 703 416 ,703 
TOTAL 
Ch eee 117,869 442,154 429 560,452 190,685 228 ,341 141,426 560,452 
Toapreae we .<T 141,426 401 ,332 4,790 547 ,548 204 , 666 193,487 151,395 547,548 
$985 /BAasc. s < gins 151,395 525 ,808 3,000 680 ,203 208 , 500 270 ,000 201, 703 680 ,203 


DRIED FRUIT 


A minimum field price of $1,433 per metric ton has been negotiated for the 
1983 crop. This indicates the cash price growers can expect to receive for 
sales to industrial buyers in North America. However, these sales are 
expected to take only 40 percent of the crop. The remainder will go into a 
reserve pool and be eligible for sale in the export market at reduced price 
or to the government for use in various ways such as the school lunch 
program. Because of the large amount of raisins in the reserve pool, the 
average return from the 1983 raisin crop may not be much more than one-half 
of the field price. 


Under the 1983 Raisin Incentive Program shipments to buyers outside North 
America can be made from the reserve pool at the following prices: 


Period Price per Metric Ton 
7/1/83 = 1/31/84 e501.55 


2/1/84 - 4/30/84 $575.20 
5/1/84 - 7/31/84 $644.85 
8/1/84 - 10/31/84 $716.50 
11/1/84 - 12/31/84 $788.14 


The United States exported 53,000 tons of raisins in 1982/83 (Aug.-July), 
down 5 percent from the previous season and 17 percent less than the good 
1980/81 season. Exports to Canada and Western Europe declined, but 
shipments to Asian markets, especially to Japan, increased. Last season 
Japan accounted for one-third of U.S. raisin exports. Abundant supplies, 
competitive prices and an aggressive promotional program, including a new 
USDA-financed $5 million effort in Western Europe, should contribute to 
export growth of about 30 percent in 1983/84. 


U.S. EXPORTS OF RAISINS, 1973/74-1982/83 
YEARS BEGINNING AUGUST | 
88, 888 


MM canava = BR w. curope [__]Far cast a oceanta [=] OTHER 


78,888 


60, 80a 


58, 880 


49, 808 


38,882 


AZOH AHDAMSZ 


28, BBA 


18, 888 





DRIED FRUIT 


Greece: The 1983 sultana crop is estimated to be 29 percent larger than 
last season's harvest. Sultanas are grown on 31,234 hectares. Any 
expansion is prohibited under EC regulations. The 1983 crop was of 
excellent Quality having been harvested and dried under ideal weather 
conditions. Many Greek vineyards started in the 1950's have now reached 30 
years of age and should be replanted. In most cases replanting will be with 
European varieties grafted to American rootstock resistant to Phylloxera. 


In view of the bumper sultana crop in prospect for 1983 and the increased 
pressure for suitable storage space, the EC Council in June 1983 authorized 
the sale of 52,000 tons of 1981 crop Greek raisins still in storage for 
distillation or other non-human purposes such as animal feeds. Tenders were 
invited in September but no offers were received. The prospects for large 
sales in future tenders are pessimistic. 


The EC's 1982/83 subsidy scheme for raisins has been extended through the 
1983/84 season. However, the minimum price to growers, in terms of Greek 
drachma, is up by close to 7 percent because of devaluation of the drachma 
relative to the European Currency Unit (ECU). In addition, on November 4, 
the European Community raised the minimum import price (MIP) for raisins and 
sultanas by 5 percent. This resulted in an automatic increase in the 
processing subsidy for Greek sultanas, because the subsidy calculation is 
based on the difference between the MIP and the grower price. Processors 
who pay the minimum price to growers are eligible to receive the processing 
subsidy. The following summarizes the subsidy scheme for No. 4 grade 
sultanas in terms of drachmas and U.S. dollar equivalents per metric ton 
using November 1982 and 1983 drachma-dollar exchange rates: 


: Drachmas : U.S. Dollar Equivalent 
Item sel 9382/ 85 1985/7848u: 1982/8390011983/84 
Minimum price to grower...: 96,500 102,870 250 1,080 
Greek Government income : 
support payment to grower: 7,865 9 ,000 100 94 
Processing subsidy........: 24,050 42 ,050 340 440 
Weekly Storage subsidy....: 252 564 3.46 el 





While the grower will receive about $1,174 for every ton of sultanas he 
sells, the net cost of fruit to the processor is only $640 per ton. 
Processors unable to market their sultanas may sell them to government 
intervention agencies, which in turn offers them to exporters for the 
equivalent of about $860 per ton. 


Since Greece joined the EC, there appears to have been a shift of exports 
away from barter sales to the Soviet Union and other East European countries 
towards the United Kingdom. Official Greek data indicate calendar year 
exports to the U.K. rose from 3,510 tons in 1980 to 23,398 tons in 1982. 
Jan.-Aug. 1983 exports to the EC were 48,500 tons including 20,393 tons to 
the U.K. Soviet and EC import data, however, do not show such a shift. 


Export sales got off to a slow start in 1983/84 as importers waited for 
price cuts they anticipated would follow the granting of additional 
subsidies which Greek processors were requesting. Prospects were much 
improved after the November subsidy announcement. It appears unlikely, 
however, that markets will be found for all of the 1983 crop. 
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DRIED FRUIT 


Turkey: The 1983/84 sultana crop is estimated at 100,000 tons compared to 
95,000 tons in 1982/83. Fruit setting was reported as exceptional, but 
frequent changes in air temperature combined with occassional rain and hail 
storms reduced yields and prevented the production of a more uniform crop. 
Sultanas are grown on around 6 percent of the total vineyard area in 
Turkey. The overall average yield in 1983/84 is estimated at 1,850 
kilograms per hectare, within a range of 800 to 4,000 kilograms on a few of 
the 50 percent of the sultana vineyards which are irrigated. 


The Turkish Government has increased the producer support price for No. 9 
sultanas from the 1983 crop to 158,000 liras ($627) per ton, up 20 percent 
from last year. However, this actually represents a decline of 12 percent 
in dollar terms due to devaluation. Moreover, many producers are receiving 
spot prices 8,000 to 10,000 liras ($32-40) below the support price level. 


The EC, which takes over 70 percent of exports, continued to be the largest 
market for Turkish sultanas. Other important markets are Switzerland, Iraq, 
the Soviet Union and Canada. Although about 80,000 tons of sultanas are 
available for export in 1983/84, actual exports are likely to be less than 
that. Exporters claim that the $110 per ton export tax limits» their 
competitiveness on the European market. 


Iran: Statistics provided by the Iranian delegate, a private trade 
representative, to the International Sultana Conference indicated a 1982 
crop of 65,000 tons with output expected to rise to 74,000 tons in 1983. 
The USDA has no independent means to verify these figures. Iran carried no 
stocks into the current season. Domestic consumption is estimated to have 
increased from 18,000 tons in 1981/82 to 24,700 tons in 1982/83. 





Sultana exports for all of 1982/83 were estimated at 40,300 tons. As the 
following tabulation for Sept. 1, 1982-July 10, 1983 indicates, most of 
Iran's sultana exports now go to Persian Gulf countries and Eastern Europe. 


Destination Metric Tons 
Persian’Gulf Countries 1/.. i. ax <20);,000 
Uh, SiS oes cleo wie steaentt > cielctte cc Metmn sieisiem tie OG 


Gther Eaqsterneeurone® caries ete Sisrete 4 OU 
WESTERN EULODG. ss steers sieegieate's's Meee LUG 
OtheLs . recs he olate's o'ahd chet telmeteee aja’ «) aeatene 2,300 

Total . 2% setescorwistaw « satete cies s it eta, 0U) 


j/ Includes 8,000 tons of unregistered exports. 
SOURCE: Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries and Mines. 


The Trade is forecasting exports of 48,000 tons for 1983/84. An overvalued 
currency makes it difficult for Iranian exporters to compete in the West 
European market. As recently as the 1980/81 season, over one-third of 
Iranian sultanas went to Western Europe. 


Afghanistan: Although recent production figures are unavailable, historical 
raisin output in Afghanistan has totaled about 90,000 tons. The principal 
export market is the Soviet Union, which takes 70 to 90 percent of 
shipments. Exports to the United Kingdom, the second largest market, have 
increased dramatically in recent years. The only remaining market of 
significance is India. 
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Mexico: Raisin production has doubled in Mexico since 1975. Ninety-five 
percent of production is concentrated in Sonora State where there has been a 
noticeable shift from other crops, especially cotton, to grapes. For 1983, 
a record crop of nearly 20,000 tons had been expected but late rains during 
the August and September harvesting and drying periods resulted in a 50 
percent crop loss and lowered quality. The 1983 crop is now placed at 
10,000 tons compared to 16,000 tons last year. It is estimated that 16,335 
hectares are planted to grapes for raisins of which 12,100 were bearing in 
1983. The United States and Brazil were Mexico's major export markets in 
1982. Exports are expected to decline to 5,500 tons in 1983. 


MEXICO: RAISIN EXPORTS, CALENDAR YEARS 1981 and 1982 
(Metric Tons) 






Destination : 1981 : 1982 

VD MCCUBSCALES UM. ise ce ceiee case et 6/7 4,76 
PAA dale reciate ecereVekere’s -sve: 05s seatolerevene's soanae 155 lS 
BEE iieicssiele star erate execs Serele eretersle «ctenetess 301 430 
West Germany.....<.. Miatelers tee ce eretenels =-- 262 
COLOMDLAs cle se 6 Matattetotelete ters cies -s!cs : 330 255 
OEING Tet erel steel oc cistove << me aV tateiet ss avatete.2 HL 444 
INGhicl Weeiatcistal ales ett sic csisc's cece 60's 1,454 72016 





Domestic raisin consumption has fallen dramatically because of the 
attractive export price since the 1982 peso devaluation and the reduced 
local buying power due to the state of the economy. 


Southern Hemisphere raisin production, including sultanas, was reviewed in 
FHORT 6-85 (June, 1983) at which time it was indicated that total production 
from that sector would decline by 10 percent in 1983. The production 
estimates contained in that report were as follows (1,000 metric tons): 


Country $ 1981 : 1982 : 1985 

PROC Uiiacermeletrelcre es eee a 6.0 8.0 
AUSTC ALT aml / oe. oct ss stevcters 55.8 9082 1.0 
Ghilessm es. Cae ee, SLR. ; 205 25 Bide) 
SOMUMMA LLdLGa aces cherere eels otshs Zao Zieh 2525 
hOUa) Le teetets + « eater ehcisieceions Bey. 125 Sh aS 


17 Includes lexias (mostly muscats) which account for 7-10 % of production. 


Importing Countries: EC importers are still trying to adjust to the 
disruptive effects of the Community subsidy scheme introduced in 1981/82. 
During the first season of the system, Greek processors were unwilling to 
sell sultanas at prevailing world prices, preferring instead to collect EC 
storage subsidies. Most of the crop was eventually sold to government 
intervention agencies. Late in the season, the EC sold some of these 
sultanas at fire sale prices, but most of the crop was withdrawn from the 
market. At the beginning of this season, 52,000 tons of these withdrawn 
1981 crop raisins were still in storage. 


In an effort to move the 1982 crop, the EC raised processor subsidies 
substantially and imposed a minimum import price in order to prevent third 
country raisins and sultanas from undercutting the Greek product. As a 
result, only 10,000 tons of 1982 crop Greek sultanas were carried over. 
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For the 1983/84 season, EC officials, with the support of sultana importing 
countries in the Community, proposed placing an 80,000-ton limit (threshold) 
on the quantity of fruit eligible for processing subsidies. The Greek 
Government refused to accept this limitation, so the 1982/83 scheme was 
extended through the 1983/84 season. On Nov. 4, 1983, however, the MIP was 
raised by 5 percent from 1,067 ECU's to 1,120 ECU's per ton. The new MIP is 
currently equivalent to about $960.1/ Imports brought in at less than the 
minimum price are assessed a penalty of 160 ECU's ($134) per ton. 


1/ When the 1,067 ECU's MIP was originally introduced it was equivalent to 
$1,000, but subsequent increases in the value of the dollar relative to the 
ECU brought the dollar equivalent down to around $914. 


SELECTED COUNTRIES: IMPORTS OF RAISINS AND SULTANAS, 
CALENDAR YEARS 1980-1982 
(Metric Tons) 





: : European Community 1/ : : : : 
Origin and : Canada: West : United : Others : Japan : Norway &: Switzer-: USSR 
Year : : Germany : Kindgom : : : Sweden : land 
Afghanistan 2 
J9OBO..s cattteteinsaies sere se : --- S19 Se169 372 --- 213 207 55 ,380 
VOB Vics. ame eevate inte etere s' 2 Ny To 9,898 2,025 34 389 122 65,799 
NOB2 wiara ia di eraje otevereelctoens : 136 660 13 ,003 1,840 239 555 124 44,141 
Australia : 
UOBO oh cdje oe sdeverev cis wile rete os 42507 Mele 54 12,438 4,250 2,587 642 116 --- 
DBs vorcvavetors cleral sisi svetaters ctercamemnt is oo 85325 3,441 2059 ZO 610 us --- 
NOS ais ace bere a isorarenetetete’s © eel AO meme SOF 7,762 2,857 SES 1,033 69 --- 
Greece ; 
V9BO jw eteiereiacterc erences s : 9 SeDD> Dezel: 7,859 --- eo ee 3,800 
LOB eitere sretoaveclerstre a cieners 144 2,474 15,782 3,741 --- 177 227, 4,900 
VOB Zee ci Gale aise’ Se Oss SeZ25 LOBOS 5,368 20 gg 1,451 4,016 
Iran $ 
LOGO. is. Sie stelereiciorsre alerelenets --- 3,738 843 904 --- 78 288 2,950 
VOB Ten arete ciere orctauece ecetonetstels --- 5,276 1,308 1,287 --- 123 192 5 ,096 
T9825. cloves areieve sieves elstererecens --- 2,036 138 385 --- 65 --- 12 ,038 
South Africa 5 
VIBO Meets otis eterereecelets : 188 2295 9,000 on) 1,846 182 15 --- 
LOB) Neerereueieeveiee citterens es : 723 4,066 7,004 1,662 2,808 246 34 --- 
VGB2 ss Parctcle Saisie te Dieteleteerare 1,546 2,534 6,371 1,642 2,530 165 50 es 
Turkey : 
OBO she crenersustetecoin ce ceetaeralie ress 22m OG Nahe BS Soma 87 101 708 ol 
TOG deve Mer ctlede:trove-c fo esclaolers eee 1,666 14,084 L7E6)2 41,636 --- 68 925 1,000 
VOSZ re svecslele o) svqeto cmeieeice ee AS eG ooi75 18,134 44 ,663 Si iL, i on BES76 
United States : 
LISBON 5 sera etepetterets sere errors Seo oo> 7,486 nooo Be S8o mons 5,565 754 a 
L9G Vic aisles -chovegeuctetorens, +e .01 en oOd Sees ZepaZ DZS LOTS) DOG 802 — 
VOB 2 ccohaveie stesere tusterentinye s. © se, OO 3,280 2,071 A S79 NG S112 5,629 713 es 
Others/NotSpecified 
LOBOS Siciecs c weyetns stosstencecs 43 399 1,184 4,921 1S B52 62 2,508 
LOB Mores awa soca Sane ers a2 1,134 1,936 6,010 430 321 58 3,018 
VIB2 vale o sctieslecins sinters : 407 aos oo 6,572 837 285 85 4,505 
Total : 
LOBOCE Becinewilees sc cere eit LOD ame eZ 62,55) 63,407 21,602 De 3,422 70,453 
DOB Woe ie cobs, s ccatelesrers «ors ota mice OS DINE SO 60,373 6502 >eeeZ 2 lol: e692 DUT, oe 
ORD eles tethers crs est mm TOs CaO 69,229 67,806 23,140 8,486 3,504 68 ,676 


J/ Includes intra-EC treae. 


cations of indicated countries, and Statistical Office of the European 


Source: Official trade oui 
Taties of Foreign Trade-NIMEXE. 


Communities, Analytical 74 
December 1983 Horticultural & Tropical Products Division, FAS/USDA 
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In November 1983 raisin and sultana prices in Europe were hovering only 
slightly above the MIP. An EC program designed to protect importers from 
getting caught with below MIP raisins because of currency fluctuations has 
been spurned by the trade because of its high cost--a 4-percent surcharge on 
the purchase price. 


The U.S. Government has challenged the EC processed fruit subsidy scheme 
before the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), alledging that it 
impairs the bound EC duty of 3.5 percent. The GATT panel which heard the 
case is expected to announce a decision in January 1984. 


The United Kingdom is the EC's largest importer. Imports totaled 69,000 
tons in 1982 and may be slightly larger in 1983. The raisin (as distinct 
from sultana) market has grown to about 20,000 tons but U.S. sales in 1982 
declined to 2,000 tons. The U.S. share was lost largely to Afghanistan. 
U.S. Yraisins are regarded as having a quality advantage over fruit from 
other origins, but U.S. prices have, until recently, been high. During the 
current season, however, U.S. raisins are competitively priced and, 
beginning in January, will be backed by an extensive promotional program. 


The biggest change the EC subsidy scheme has had on the U.K. sultana trade 
has been to shift the trade from extended forward buying to short-term 
contracts with fill-in purchasing, as necessary, from spot stocks. 


Imports of sultanas/raisins into West Germany have ranged from 40,000 to 
47,000 tons over the past five years (1978-1982). As in the United Kingdom, 
color is a major factor. Light colored sultanas are preferred for baking. 
Annual sultana requirements total between 35,000 and 40,000 tons, of which 
50-60 percent are for the commercial sector with the remaining 40-50 percent 
retailed to households, mainly for baking. The balance of West German 
imports are classified as raisins. These include about 3,000 tons of 
smaller sized "midgets" from the United States which are largely chocolate 
coated. Other U.S. raisins are sold to the health food trade or used in 
mixed fruit items. In the past most raisins/sultanas were imported in 
packets. Today most are in bulk for reprocessing in German factories, which 
facilitates meeting requirements for expiration dates, weights and private 
labeling. 


Dried Prunes 


Output of dried prunes by the major commercial producers in the Northern 
Hemisphere is expected to total 177,500 metric tons in 1983, slightly above 
the 1982 volume. The production gains forecast for Yugoslavia and the 
United States will just offset the smaller outturn projected for France. 
The large drop in U.S. prune stocks at the beginning of this season more 
than offsets the increase in France. 


United States: Despite cool, rainy weather, a 7-percent increase in dried 
prune production is forecast. A heavy fruit set and a small increase in 
bearing acreage are primarily responsible for the larger output. U.S. 
exports of dried prunes totaled 52,793 tons in 1982/83, down 8.5 percent 
from the previous season. Sixty percent of exports were destined for 
Western Europe where U.S. prunes are popular in a large number of 
countries. Italy is the largest single market in Europe. Japan is the 
fastest growing export market for U.S. prunes. Exports to Japan have 
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doubled over the past two seasons and have increased tenfold in eight years 


(Horticultural Products Review, 8-83). An increase in U.S. prune exports is 


anticipated this season because of the smaller French crop and the continued 
strength of the Japanese market. 


France: The 1983 dried prune crop is estimated at 25,000 tons, down sharply 
from the record 1982 crop and slightly below the 25,700-ton average of the 
past five years. More than two-thirds of the bearing area, estimated at 
8,072 hectares in 1982, is concentrated in Lot-et-Garonne Department in the 
southwest. In 1979, the French Prune Board started a five year plan to 
plant 2,500 hectares of new prune orchards by 1985. Reportedly, this 
objective will be met in 1984, 


Spring rains, a summer drought and, finally, heavy rainfall during the 
September harvest caused some damage and disease (brown rot), lowering 
yields and increasing the ratio of dried to fresh fruit from 1:3.06 in 
1982/83 to 1:3.2 in 1983/84. Prune sizes average 66 count per 500 grams 
(1.1 lbs.) compared to 72 in 1982. 


Dried prunes are included in the EC subsidy scheme for processed fruit. The 
minimum producer price for 1983 crop prunes basis "Prunes d'Ente" variety, 
has been fixed at 11,179 francs per ton (about $1,360). The processing 
subsidy is 4,343 francs ($530). Thus, the net cost of fruit to processors 
works out to $830. Processing subsidies for French prunes reportedly cost 
the Community 138 million francs ($19 million) in 1982/83. 


DRIED PRUNES: PRODUCTION, SUPPLY & DISTRIBUTION IN SELECTED 
NORTHERN HEMISPHERE COUNTRIES, 1981/82-1983/84 
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(METRIC TONS) 
COUNTRY BEC INNING T 
OTAL DOMESTIC ENDING 
AND YEAR STOCKS PRODUCT ION IMPORTS SUPPLY EXPORTS CONSUMPTION — STOCKS Peratriin 
FRANCE 
1981782 oy, eee 4,393 28,660 6 050 39,103 7,640 25,498 5,965 39,103 
se SS ; 9,000 26,165 
1983/88 75, ee 8,000 25,000 4,000 37,000 9,000 26/000 Dann Fos 
UNITED STATES 
1981/82 ae 50,595 144 696 69 195,360 58,215 78 , 906 58,239 195 , 360 
1982/83... 0 sees, 58,239 310 366 172/915 521793 75/050 45/072 172/915 
eee 122,470 200 167,742 58 000 75,000 34,742 167,742 
YUGOSLAVIA 
01762... ee 238 18 ,802 0 
19,040 17,150 
5 : 1,650 24 
1982/85 ye 240 27,327 0 27.567 25,120 2/000 ne Pees 
sce 30,000 0 30447 27,000 2,500 947 30,447 
, 
TOTAL 
1981782 Dua ee 55,226 192,158 6,119 253,503 83 ,005 106 ,054 64,444 253,503 
tee : 4 86 913 103/215 
1983/84... 8 ee 53,519 177,470 4,200 235,189 94,000 103,500 seas eine 
’ ’ , 
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French prune consumption, which had more than tripled over the past 20 
years, Tose only slightly from 1981/82 to 1982/83. A promotion campaign is 
currently underway to increase domestic consumption in the out-of-home 
market (schools, offices, etc) and among younger families with children. 


Imports dropped last season because of the large domestic cron yin 298zee The 
decline in the U.S. share of imports from 96 percent to 73 percent was 
attributed mainly to the 37.5 percent rise in the dollar relative to the 
franc. Yugoslavia is the only other major supplier of prune imports. In 
1982/83, the c.i.f. price of Yugoslav prunes in France was about one-half of 
the price of U.S. prunes. Exports were up by 18 percent in 1982/83. 


FRANCE: DRIED PRUNE EXPORTS j/ 
(Metric Tons) 


Country of Destination ; 1981/82 : 1982/83 
Berg ium/LUXEMBOUTOg. Is. oe. ee. : 604.2 813.2 
PIGLNGLLAMUS es oiled ecisie ce ssie sees 506.1 18302 .2 
MOGTTGOCLMAUVY ites woke wits We st. bie ot O16 7 112.5 
HRCEHE YE Te a) oot tate, crcie's ole's sie ec alee « : 666.7 964.8 
ERE OC MCADOO eatdccstals.c cis ober. oS 387.4 786 .2 
dest Mel a oaks’ ciale'c oire-slstele oN» e's s% : LOOT. 2 BeOS eZ 
NUING Clorato'« ata'c eisiaiese\e'e e's oes ose. ¢ 0 2 : ipSinst 15616.4 

Totals: wera. ees: : 3, 00a. 1 1,026.6 


1/ Exports on the table on p. 14 are calculated on a 21-23% moisture basis 
and thus differ from the actual weight export totals shown. 
SOURCE: French Customs. 


Shipments to foreign markets are expected to decline only slightly if at all 
during the 1983/84 marketing year because reduced sales from the smaller 
1983 crop can be made up from carryover stocks. 


Yugoslavia: Dried (unpitted) prune production in Yugoslavia is expected to 
increase by 10 percent in 1983. Attractive purchase prices, improved 
purchase and handling procedures and a reduction in the use of plums for 
brandy, due to sharply higher carryover stocks from 1982, have all 
contributed to the larger dried prune crop in 1983. 


The dollar equivalent of advance payments to growers in 1983 are as follows 
(dollars per ton): 


Presi MICUnesmiOL eCLY ING css cseeisls « « ole + Sere $74 
Prunes dried in primitive 

dryers on private farMS.......eseeoeee 369 
Prunes dried in industrial dryers 

CTYETS. wc ccccccccccccccccccscccosscsccs 488 


Final payments are made on the basis of export prices. Exports in the 
current season are expected to increase by around 7 percent from 1982/83. 
Although efforts to sell to West European markets will intensify, most 
exports will continue to go to the Soviet Union under terms of existing 
bilateral trade agreements. 


C. Milton Anderson (202) 447-2252. 
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CITRUS 


MEDITERRANEAN CITRUS QUTLOOK 


Total 1983/84 citrus production in the major exporting countries of the 
Mediterranean Basin 1/ is forecast to increase by nearly 5 percent over last 
season. The big gains forecast for Spanish and Italian production, up 11.5 
percent and 21 percent, respectively, more than compensate for smaller crops 
in Israel, Morocco, Greece and Turkey. 


Spain's 1983/84 citrus crop is expected to be up 12 percent from last year's 
freeze-reduced crop. Adequate irrigation water has saved the crop from a 
third consecutive drought year. Yields are expected to be up sharply and 
fruit quality, except for lemons, is expected to be as good or better than 
last year. 


Italian growers were blessed by good weather following last season's 
drought-afflicted harvest. The downturn in Morocco is attributed to strict 
water rationing brought on by continuing drought conditions. 


The biggest gain this season will be in lemon production, up 16 percent for 
the region because of the recovery from last season's poor crop in Italy and 
a record crop in Spain which follows last year's freeze-reduced harvest 
(Horticultural Products Review, 3-83). Israeli lemon output is also 
forecast to increase. Of the major citrus varieties produced in the 


Mediterranean, only grapefruit will be down from last season. In Israel, 
the region's largest grapefruit producer, output is forecast to reach the 
lowest level in a decade. 


Shippers in Spain, Israel and Morocco, the largest exporters in the 
Mediterranean, are anticipating significant growth in exports this season. 
It is unlikely that all of these forecasts will be met. In particular, the 
additional 200,000 tons of oranges these three countries propose to ship 
will be difficult to attain. The hoped for export gain in Israel and 
Morocco, where production is down, would be the result of better quality. 
Most of the exports from these three countries are destined for Western 
Europe, although significant amounts also go to Eastern Europe and, in the 
case of Morocco, to the Middle East. 


t/ Total includes production of minor varieties not shown in the table. 
Lebanon is not included in this survey because data are unavailable. 
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CITRUS 


MEDITERRANEAN BASIN: CITRUS PRODUCTION 
1982/83 AND FORECAST FOR 1983/84 
(1,000 Metric Tons) 


Country : Oranges : Tangerines : Lemons ; Grapefruit 
: 1982783 1983/84 : 1982/83 1983/84 : 1982/83 1983/84 : 1982/83 1983/84 





Cyprus) tesrene: . 136 Tome: 2 Dae: 49 50a: 91 92 
EGY Usteratercfeieserate sale 20 lagu. 250n: 113 Lime: --- --- ; oomeen --- 
Gaza Sasi. ot 150 Ton: --- --- ; 8 Sa 7 17 
Greecevestat es: 665 DDO mee: 44 in 3 165 165 3: 4 4 
IsTacise fin. Sei: 875 syd) © 86 Ome 52 60 va: (ei 400 
Pal y vasrerersatercte See UG e/a: 300 400 : 630 800 : 4 3 
MOL OCCU tet cer : 691 661 :; 245 Zee 10 iGme: 5 5 
SPALMMeevasetoete sin O>2aeer lS 55) .: 920 See) ae 426 D1 / ams 10 13 
TUTkKe Wer ce. elle : 656 600 ; 198 180 ;: 240 220) 3 26 23 

Totalen 2. pe Ones oem tl 908) F522 O24csel 580 . 911,850) 2 594 Doi, 


SELECTEDECOUNTRIES & .CETRUS EXPORTS 
1982/83 AND FORECAST FOR 1983/84 
(1,000 Metric Tons) 


Country : Oranges : _ Tangerines Lemons : Grapefruit 
> 1982/85 1983/84 : 1982/85 1983/84 : 1982/83 1983784 : 4 


TST ac Papper ears SS 10g 5 526 OM ze 57 e eee 177g ee .200 
MOT OCEOE.. ac tetetete : 442 AGO Ms: LSD T6OR «2 ik 2a: 3 4 
Spailninacn sevice > 747 900 : 725 77 ies 315 D95 ane 5 7 
Tota ee Js, 642qnmrks 854 : 906 960 : 342 A239. ut 185 2) 
December 1983 Foreign Production Estimates Division, USDA, FAS 


Horticultural and Tropical Products Division 


PERSPECTIVE 
U.S. HORTICULTURAL EXPORTS--A 10 YEAR PERSPECTIVE 


The value of U.S. exports of horticultural products has grown from less than 
$1.1 billion in FY 1974 (October 1973-September 1974) to over $3 billion in 
FY 1981 (Table 1). Exports then dropped to a little under $2.7 billion in 
FY 1983. In 1983, the top four categories of exports were, in ranking 
order, fresh citrus, fresh mon-citrus fruit, tree nuts and (fresh 
vegetables. The ranking was similar in 1974 except that tree nuts ranked 
second. The value of tree nut exports was down in 1983 because of unusually 
low prices. In fact, the tree nut category was the number one group in 1980 
and 1981 and second in all other years. The four largest groups accounted 
for 55 percent of the value of horticultural exports in 1974 and 54 percent 
in 1983. They stayed within a 53-58 percent range for the whole 10 year 
period. 


We know that the 1974-83 period was one of high inflation. Did 
horticultural exports really increase during that period by as much as the 
figures in table 1 suggest? To find out, table 2, which expresses all 
exports in terms of constant average FY 1981 and 1982 dollars, was 
constructed. That is, the average unit export value was calculated for each 
product in FY 1981 and 1982 and applied to the actual quantities exported 
each year. The result: the growth in exports over the past decade was 
indeed real, with the real (corrected for inflation) value leaping by 91 
percent between 1974 and 1981, and then dropping back 14 percent in the two 
subsequent years. Looking at table 2, it can be noted that almost all 
categories showed substantial real export growth over the period. Canned 
fruit and fresh melons are the only exception. Also, the growth in dried 
fruit exports was erratic and showed only a little growth. The big 1978 
jump in other fruit preparation exports is due to reclassification. Most of 
the items in this group, such as fruit paste and fruit in brine, were 
previously not broken out and included within other categories. Note also 
that, because no quantity units were available, nursery product exports show 
a constant value for the whole 10-year period. 


Exports by quantity of some of the leading horticultural export products are 
shown in table 3. Prepared and preserved almonds, frozen corn, dehydrated 
onions and frozen potatoes were not separately classified before 

Jan. 1, 1978. The FY 1978 figures for these commodities are incomplete 
because they include only January through September data. Frozen 
concentrated orange juice was expressed in actual volume of concentrate 
before January 1978 and in single strength equivalent basis after that. 
Thus pre- and post- 1978 quantities are not comparable. Of the products 
shown in table 3, apples, whose exports tripled, registered the most 
significant export growth. Shelled almond and canned corn exports more than 
doubled and in-shell walnut exports nearly doubled. Frozen corn exports 
showed remarkable growth since 1979. The greatest rate of growth, however, 
was registered by wine exports which increased nine-fold between 1974 and 
1982. The big 1976 and 1977 bulges in fresh and dehydrated potato exports 
are attributed to demand from Western Europe following a drought-reduced 
crop there. 
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PERSPECT IVE 


The geographic regions to which U.S. horticultural exports are destined has 
shifted somewhat over the past 10 years (table 4). North America, that is 
Canada, took close to 40 percent of these exports in the early 1970's. By 
FY 1980 our northern neighbor's share dropped to 26 percent, but then 
Climbed back to over 30 percent in the fiscal year just completed. 


Despite the comeback, Canada has relinquished first place as regional 
destination to the Far East and Oceania. This region now accounts for 31 
percent of the value of U.S. horticultural exports compared to 20 to 22 
percent in the early and mid-1970's. Western Europe remains a vitally 
important market area but it is absorbing a declining share of U.S. 
exports. The European Community (EC-10), which took 20-25 percent of U.S. 
exports in the 1970's, took less than 17 percent in 1983. The share of 
exports going to other West European countries has declined from nearly 8 
percent in 1974 to less than 6 percent in 1983. 


Exports to Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union have always been relatively 
small, but large shipments of lemons helped to keep the region's share over 
l percent in the early years of the period under examination. By 1983, 
however, Eastern Europe and the USSR accounted for less than 0.2 percent of 
horticultural exports. The Latin America and Caribbean region was a rapidly 
growing market until FY 1982 when it took over 11 percent of horticultural 
exports, up from 8 percent in the early 1970's. However, the extensive 
economic difficulties which many of these countries have confronted during 
the past two years have forced them to cut back on almost all imports, 
including fruits and vegetables. Over the past 10 years, the most dynamic 
growth in horticultural product exports has been to the Middle Eastern 
countries, especially Saudi Arabia and the other Persian Gulf states. In 
recent years, these countries have taken nearly 5 percent of U.S. exports 
compared with only 1 percent in 1974. The generally poor countries of 
Africa and South Asia remain minor markets for U.S. products. In 1983, 
those two regions accounted for slightly more than 1 percent of U.S. 
horticultural product exports. 


Table 5 shows the major individual countries to which the United States 
exports horticultural products. Canada and Japan have guarded the number 1 
and 2 ranking places throughout the period shown. Hong Kong, however, has 
moved from sixth to third place during the 10 years. Other noticeable 
advances in rank were made by Saudi Arabia, Taiwan, Singapore and Malaysia. 
Sweden took the biggest tumble in rank. Mexico, Australia, Switzerland and 
Norway also dropped back quite a bit. Some progress has been made in 
diversifying export markets during the past 10 years. The top 10 1974 
markets accounted for 80 percent of export shipments, while in 1983 the top 
10 took 74 percent of exports. 
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PERSPECTIVE TABLE 1 


UeSe EXPORTS OF HORTICULTURAL PRCDUCTS PY GROUP 
FY 1974 = 1983 
(1000 DOLLAPS) 


eel ga ceoeece suede Sena cence eee = seme eee See e ee ee ee Oe he aii mie a an aie ae eee ain 


COMMONITY GROUP 1974 1975 197€ 1977 1978 1978 1980 1981 19Re 1983 
FRESH FRUITSsCITRUS 1639451 2419712 2579352 2659051 3069620 3539625 37AR,49A 41349293 3980127 #2%°900 
FRESH FRUITSeNON-CITRUS 1279544 1379398  16093€€ 1619333 2095110 2420062 3060635 4289307 3860319 3°29778 
MELONS 10651 j0s223 100457 115958 149962 159295 16,831 19090 230777 24,076 
CANNED FRUITS 74,891 780841 81982 969444 11€9870 1090814 1300587 138,908 1079657 1006585 
OPIEO FRUITS 1134174 100211 117512C 1100423 151061 12€9292 228e8R2 2320195 2070176 120510 
FROZEN FRUITS i 60134 69283 119721 9,055 109136 109891 130549 220155 239976 1A9011 
FRUIT JUICES*eCITRUS 684347 749169 859558 1132018 1259878 1414288 170540 188.941 178 e067 16°128 
FRUIT JUICES eNON-CITRUS 21818 199762 250514 299072 290645 290953 409208 520065 530475 530010 
OTHER FRUIT PREPARATION 40231 5e702 °°) 49 321 64386 120544 169467 170659 22321 180421 199477 
VEGSeFRESH CR CHILLED 1300593 1499030 2129977 245732 2169650 218,806 2270345 319 0026 3310238 276939 
CANNED VEGS 46 0793 510251 570507 6Re212 800569 970707 1039230 127,459 1390372 1220150 
FROZEN VFCS 149739 1694986 250070 360235 389375 549310 69590 854390 234819 ©£,156 
DEHYURATED VEGS 279764 280951 699414 100,092 630380 719159 719687 759194 860565 749524 
TREENUTSe* SHELLED 1639742 1569720 1744887 2080769 2699293 3000324 5709574 5010118 3879046 2529307 
HOPS ®8ND PRODUCTS 269563 254880 260954 299611 265780 340657 51207 1039196 730168 620419 
NUSSERY PRODUCTS 179350 249023 335207 469449 470465 500435 57568 720074 719671 719245 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES Ry 36E 11.444 139838 255976 439677 459501 720320 94,942 750035 720012 
FRUITS AND VEGSe MISC 459403 459700 61911C 719700 1079927 140958” 164,803 1884250 1960478 1859393 
TOTAL 190919554 191° 3077 194290245 196359519 198709942 290599183 206919711 390839922 298514387 2 oF PPE2S 
TABLE 2 
UeSe EXPORTS OF HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS RY GROUP 
FY 1974 - 1982 
(1000 CONSTANT DOLLARS) 
COMMODITY GROUP 1974 1975 197€ 1977 1978 197° 1980 19A1 1982 1983 
FRESH FRUITS sCITRUS 3729404 4509518 463612 4679046 43 z Go rr een 
FRESH FRUITSonow=cITaUS 2l6y18e 2224603 2614721 Serer statsccteci ti (30s ai owe eet sein Ace tases rs Ce 
s 200834 189885 199235 9 2 
CANNED FRUITS 128s701 1179624 1199€C7 boeye Restos heres rations Andee Fapten aoreie 
DPIEN FRUITS 1799310 1789814  2299€€7 1509646 1939381 1209440 2259375 2260786 202260 ee 
FROZEN FRUITS 24521 109037 1602CC 100519 149246 134037 159055 224737 240748 rgtise 
FRUIT JUICESeCITRUS 865079 830633 929678 100.958 114,087 1219951 1679107 196.468 1756555 ess 
FRUIT JUICESsNON=CITRUS 219001 149853 179244 249010 239047 279492 379076 064250 5 383 332739 
OTHER FRUIT PREPARATION 39115 20438 20081 20372 159518 239487 199524 249426 ees Ce 
VEGSeFRESH CR CHILLED 1879376 2199102 2374207 2599475 2720639 278,727 288,051 3244310 322s : ais 
CANNEO VEGS 734076 600862 679002 8455488 900736 1165341 1264820 1394953 iselred ieaeee 
FROZEN VEGS 299423 289734 489442 639449 530566 689650 864401 954908 9349286 ety: 
DEHYDRATED VFEGS 379054 339420 R49 4EE 1169862 779945 860432 909912 840878 3, : ites 
TREENUTS» SHELLED 1420256 1800235 216958 2339235 2869877 2179662 3866973 3534390 ne ay eecuare 
HOPS ANC PRODUCTS 209706 199694 270412 209096 199986 234870 086437 34,68 eyeeae Pee 
NURSERY PRODUCTS 719458 719458 719458 710458 719458 719455 710458 sae ee kee 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 129126 159410 160973 320170 629193 609690 860714 Taste aie Hee 
FRUITS AND VEGSs HISC ain 449510 420376 530722 604 18K 1159235 1559003 2549182 3785818 1959109 1870072 
TOTAL 126552096 197709696 20045072? 200789613) 263060479 202240915 8298449942 361610779 298049733 207229155 
TABLE 3 
UeSe EXPORTS OF MAJOP HOFTICULTURAL PRODUCTS 
FY 1974 = 19A3 
(1000 METRIC TONS) 
COM MOLY Tec tapes stam geet Saal Nei e ee 197€ 1977 1978 L972 Loe 19° 1 19P2 1983 
ALMOULS ePIEP/SPFES ° e "2" 54 ep does so Sor ery 
ALMONTS @ SHELLED 24 46 EC 60 ‘e ae a a oe ee 
APPLES bE 106 111 124 142 155 237 31 os ee 
CORNS CANNED 26 21 2 28 36 43 57 es a Fee 
CORN» FROZEN “ 5 f A 15 2a 32 35 Me ae 
FRUIT MIYTUPES eCANNED 46 39 27 41 43 4? 55 55 oi a 
GRAPLFRUIT 236 234 275 277 261 277 273 298 7 - 
GRAPES 67 103 12 20 102 125 93 136 se Fae 
HOPS AND FRONUCTS R 8 Bp 9 a 16 1 11 . es 
LEMONS 193 196 201 239 5 2 
LETTUCE 127 146 1é2 163 oe ee me ie ve +e 
onron< 77 75 64 139 as °7 as ek aoe 
ONIONS Mi HYNPEBTEN i a : ‘ 10 13 14 bie aoe lg 
ORAnLL JUICE ef 7 eCONCOI/ 47 47 55 68 12 14c 227 284 re ee 
ORLNGES 315 461 44e 407 237 296 459 a12 ae oc 
PEACHES SeCANKED 50 40 47 54 R2 56 59 59 pee aes 
PFAPS 3é 33 ze 27 36 35 39 49 ze = 
POTATCFS+ DEHYOPATED 14 11 €€ 27 41 59 52 32 Ss ae 
POTATOE SeFROZEN é . : : 17 30 36 44 ee es 
POTATOES e INCL SEN 257 1A1 47s 46R 157 13n 90 125 ae ta 
PRUNES @ PETE 54 45 Ee 48 53 43 44 56 ‘ee eo 
RAISINS 4k 53 é€ 34 53 20 72 64 ee . 
TOMATC FRORUCTS ¢CANKED 42 26 36 33 37 47 41 4A a sc 
TOMATGES 69 Rg a4 78 54 119 119 94 +" 
WELAUTS eh OT SHELLED 20 23 6 31 33 2° 36 43 i : 
Be et tt: ee tee eee Se) eee oe owe 4 fl ba eé 26 se ee 
ot RES 
1/ MILLION LITLES HORTICULTURAL AND TROPICAL PRODUCTS CIVISION 
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HCRTICULTURAL EXPCRTS BY REGION 


197€ 


1977 


1978 


FISCAL YEARS 1974 - 1983 


weo@wescecaecceoeeececesea 
weer etenemaernes sen eceaes ee seese ese es eee sees eases ese ees eer ee eeseeeecese 


109517 
4€29251 
Leste 
25€ e621 
238e504 
9€97358 
16 eF24 


&79637 


10,€52 
5169217 


220722 


239018 
5750878 + 
299177 
4109225 
3299312 
1249767 
32e0PE 


1100442 


2149342 
643879 
229165 
2780912 
948,298 
1525041 
729398 


11€9812 


169427 
€42046 
20,007 
7596 6516 
567452 
1909419 


270664 


1980 


240970 
6979761 

339121 
7049218 
6729047 
2494945 
1099649 


19€ 2065 


1981 


349147 
8486147 

379828 
6624038 
8175940 
3279852 
14Se7E9 


2019628 


PERSPECTIVE 


219326 
@324018 

1992f2 
ENE e4ZF& 
6319721 
3154825 
1419873 


170«SF# 


P459177 
2570436 
1320139 


1E0e654 


1974 
AFRICA Beb72 
NORTE AMERICA 4079072 
EASTERN EURCPE 149604 
EUROPEAN CCPMLNITY 233,059 
FAR EAST/CCEANIA 2409364 
LATIN AMERICA 90509 
MIDDLE EAST 1099271 
OTHER wESTERN EURCPE 860125 
SCUTH ASIA 163 
TCTAL 190919554 
COUNTRY 1974 
CANAD Accccccccevce 4079045 
JAPAN ccccccccceccs 15506356 
HCNG KCAGecececcee 384051 
GERMANYs FECe REPeo 760745 
UNITEC KINGCCMeeece 559467 
NETHERLANDS eocecce 334043 
SAUDI ARAEIAccccce 30799 
FRANCE coccvcccccce 32e05€ 
CHINA (TATWANDecee 29854 
SWEDE Ne eecevceccce S2e4TE 
SINGAFORE covccvece 69834 
VENEZLELA cocceccce 125781 
AUSTRALIA cccccccce 179249 
NETHL e ANTILLESecee 69275 
SWITZERLANC coceccce 14,021 
SPAINcceececcescce 59578 
MALAYS TAccccccccee 20124 
NCRWhAYeovccccesceos ides? 
BERMUC Acc cecccvcce 3o74E 
ITALY coecvcccescce 9,885 
MEXICCeocccecvcccece 170613 
CCLOPETAcceocccccen 4,0€6 
UNITEC ARAE EMIRAT 10157 
TRINICAD TCEAGOcee 191#€ 
BELGILM LUXEMBOURG 11,093 
BAHAMAS cccovceecces 69731 
PANAMbhcoeccccccese SeéC4 
DENMARK eoccccecese 110747 
FINLANC ceccveersece 9,505 
NEW ZEALANDecccece 79330 
PFILIFFINEScocecce 2021 
BRAZILececccesccce 145£C7 
KOREL, RCFUELIC CF 10054 
IADONE ST Aeccccccce 15660 
REST OF WORLDecece 605905 


TOTAL wORLC 


LelE2e7K7 194299245 


1975 


4629250 
1425024 
4€9E51 
$0782 
4&5570 
4324175 
50488 
4C e367 
Feels 
279163 
10.065 
14953€ 
1270€98 
719259 
169381 
79227 
1701 
120456 
4,351 
79088 
219603 
20784 
20108 
1.550 
119121 
70724 
EeETS 
105984 
$0141 
E9057 
293495 
100847 
19462 
203285 
739209 


UeSe 


196259519 


TABLE 5 


108709942 


Ey COUNTRY OF CESTIAATICN 


1S7€ 


51891SE 
17958€7 
ST ces 
101€72 
ESeC4E 
529121 
9e64S 
49457? 
4o4EC 
460€E7 
129925 
179742 
A249 2G 
79854 
1497274 
14962°¢ 
20fCi 
14927C 
59174 
135€74 
250246 
39221 
298EE 
3e€eFf 
2051°5€ 
RyOES 
TySi4 
AS 
1155€1 
6eS2z 
20557 
Ce22€ 
10z4€ 
Se Site 
SUSSee 


16091eEE4 1Lolh2e787 194299245 


NOTE: TCTALS MAY ACT ACD CLE TC RCUNDIAGe 


FY 1574 - 


19€3 


(1000 DOLLARS) 


S77, 


5750855 
200669 
€69886 
1279£89 
820457 
669968 
130322 
TEeE4T 
30721 
45 e684 
159835 
249023 
13502 
105604 
16455 
149249 
39635 
140499 
50982 
169227 
189639 
50100 
49140 
5635 
219267 
99044 
8s0E9 
15,025 
11.142 
50547 
39612 
60167 
19621 
50447 
1199173 


197t 


6424656 
2726735 
#698595 
1789667 
€10676 
549121 
400682 
£59850 
79515 
479564 
220112 
259303 
149745 
12935€ 
21,542 
$9428 
£,5950 
104911 
€,321 
170486 
249528 
70458 
€994E 
4,378 
19,299 
11222 
6,801 
17.008 
120265 
79766 
49423 
€,08@1 
6014 
7072 
1425309 


106350519 19870094 


23 


2200550183 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


The United States exported $79 million worth of horticultural products to 
Saudi Arabia in FY 1983, down about 6 percent from the previous year. Most 
of the decline was accounted for by products included in the miscellaneous 
processed product category of the accompanying table, such as starches, 
nonspecified beverages, potato and corn chips, and tomato juice. Saudi 
Arabia was the destination for 69 percent of U.S. horticultural product 
exports to the Persian Gulf area in FY 1983. 


Apples are the leading individual item exported. Table grapes and pears 
make up most of the remaining fresh fruit category. A report published in 
the Saudi Economic Survey shows that Saudi Arabia imported 627,000 tons of 
fresh fruit valued at $276 million (apparently c.i.f.) im calendar year 
1982. The United States, with one-quarter of the market, was the leading 
supplier of apples and ranked fourth as a supplier of grapes. Pear imports 
by origin are not available, but the United States apparently supplied about 
30 percent of that market. 


The United States supplies very little fresh citrus to Saudi Arabia--53 tons 
in FY 1983. Winter and spring season imports into the Kingdom are dominated 
by nearby Middle East and North African countries. South Africa and 
Swaziland are the major suppliers in the summer and fall. 


U.S. exports of canned and dried fruit to Saudi Arabia showed a healthy 
growth in FY 1983. In calendar 1982, Saudi Arabia imported 3,723 tons of 
raisins. It appears that the United States supplied about 15 percent of 
this amount. U.S. fruit juice shipments to Saudi Arabia have remained 
relatively stagnant over the past two years. A large variety of canned and 
frozen vegetables are shipped. 


SAUDI ARABIA: IMPORTS OF SELECTED FRESH FRUITS, CALENDAR YEAR 1982 
(Metric Tons) 





Oranges 197,837 : Lemons & Limes 35,310 : Apples 106 ,946 


Lebanon Ze oes Lebanon 4,871 : Lebanon 10 ,536 
Jordan 1/ 33,184: Jordan 1/ 7,788 S. Africa 2/ 8,409 
Morocco 30,637: Egypt 1,135 oe New Zealand 3,329 
Egypt 20 LOS memes S. Africa 2/ LOR SE eee: United States 24,898 
S@Afzica:2/ Protas 8 Turkey S08 ]aaaes Chile 24 ,484 
New Zealand G2 Zens Spain 30> Simmes France 16 ,026 
Brazil 1,66 2amues : Italy Veen 
Turkey 5,816 : Bananas 145,687: Turkey 6,000 
Philippines QTE & Hungary 1,873 

Tangerines 3/07 9amans Guatemala 27,60 an 
Lebanon 6,824 : Ecuador 29,125 as % Pears 13 ,842 

Jordan 1/ 12,530 mer: ; 
Pakistan 4,052 : Grapes 28,719 : Peaches 23 ,959 
Morocco 3,784 3 Lebanon 8,047 : Lebanon 6,035 
Brazil 1,641 : Jordan 1/ NE -£ Jordan 1/ 2,929 
Turkey 6> 268 eee: United States S516 eee: Greece 7,860 
Spain Neg Chile GOES2 & Turkey 6,070 

. Italy lb 8 

Mangoes ID 7EE © Turkey 4,799 


V7 Includes large quantity of transhipments from seieceiod countries. 2/ Mostly 
South Africa and Swaziland but also includes imports registered from Zimbabwe and 
Botswana. 


SOURCE: Saudi Economic Survey (Sept. 14, 1983). 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


Saudi Arabia has become a promising market for U.S. tree nuts, especially 
almonds. Pistachios follow in importance. Saudi Arabian imports of tree 
nuts in 1982 were as follows (metric tons): Coconuts, Brazil nuts and 
cashews-3 ,159, Almonds (shelled)-1,187,(in-shel1l)-1,446, Filberts 
(shelled)-225, Pistachios (shelled)-1,415, (in-shell)-995, Other nuts 
(shelled)-305, (in-shell)-652. 


U.S. HORTICULTURAL EXPORTS TO SAUDI ARABIA 


COUNTRY OF DESTINATION 10/81-09/82  10/82-09/83 10/8)-09/82 10/82-09/83 

AND COMMODITIES EXPORTED 

UNITS QUANTITY VALUE (US DOLLARS) 
FRESH FRUIT 

FRESH MT 21,967 22 , 736 11,885,018 13,638,621 
GRAPES ,F RESH MT 3,402 2,528 4,874, 736 3,077,302 
PEARS ,F RESH MT 3,14] 4,111 1,904 ,084 3,147,189 
SUBTOTAL S toe coat 28 ,662 29,597 18,808 ,047 20 ,054 ,603 

CANNED FRUIT 

“FRUIT MIXTURES, PRES = MT 1,335 2,812 1,465,928 2,719,437 
PEACH&NECT ,PREP,PRES = MT 554 1,003 4B4 ,360 823 ,007 

SUBTOTAL Soe ene cs 4,310 5 836 4,141,460 5,462,611 

DRIED FRUITS 

S.DRIED,RAISINS MT 384 760 819,549 1,410,063 
SIBLOTAL Hes, tet 489 915 1,000,547 1,717,735 

FROZEN FRUITS MT 
BIOs sane tee: 57 47 76 ,518 141,657 

FRUIT ICES 1/ 

—ORANGE JUICE ,NOT CNC LITER 3,031,155 3,483,498 1,746 ,471 1,788 ,361 
FRUIT JU,NOT CNC,NEC 2/ LITER 2,477,861 2,753,011 1,773,105 2,077,180 
FRT JU,CNC,NT FZ,NEC 2/ LITER 8,375,018 9,025,037 1,500 ,366 1,650,890 

SUSTORALN aes iat: 21,590,313 21,462,291 8,162,242 8, 203 , 706 

VEGS FRESH OR CHILLD 

ae RMUOTOIRCRE sdae eee MT 764 394 533 ,802 324 ,383 

VEGS, CANNED 
CATSUPECHILI SAUCE MT 1,820 2,503 1,569, 186 2,191,454 
GREEN BEANS, CANNED MT 1,549 1,235 1,112,127 1,116 , 426 

SUBTOTAL, f.2 00 ee 11,868 11,968 10,048, 766 9,806 ,872 

VEGETABLES, FROZEN 

SUBTOTAL... ...e- 2 s<e=MI 1,376 963 1,856 ,110 1,267,421 

VEGETABLES, DEHYD. 

SUBTOTAL..... ene MT 390 348 713,199 877 , 739 

TREE NUTS 

—ALMDS NT BLNCH , SHLD MT 1,204 1,557 3,218,229 4,442 , 486 
ALMONDS ,PREP OR PRES = MT 365 538 707 , 794 1,079,199 

SUBTOTAL Ss POE sek:: 2,602 2,886 7,759,907 8,604,134 

NURSERY PRODUCTS 

"EE SUG TOMALES Hie. osc 74. == = 312,794 2,013 ,026 

MISCELLANEOUS PROCESSED ITEMS 

i  SIDLOTAL se eeckhw ees 3 4 ae — 30 ,486 ,639 19,377,568 

GRAND TOTAL oe er 83,900,031 79,188,823 


17 Volume in Liters, single strength equivalent. Zi Mostly apple juice. 


December, 1983 Horticultural & Tropical Products Division, USDA, FAS 
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